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ATTORNEY AT LAW 

SUITE 934. MIDLAND BANK BUILDING 
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>REA CODE 612 
TELEPHONE 335*3277 

November 19, 1970 


Gary Richard Schoener 
Clinical Psychologist 
Minneapolis Clinic 
4225 Golden Valley Road 
Minneapolis, Minn. 55422 


RE: Dale Rowen 


Dear Gary: 

I am enclosing herein a group of letters, documents, statements, etc. relat- 
ing to Dale Rowen. This packet contains the information which I distributed 
the members of the State Claims Commission at the hearing relative to 
Dale’s claim. 

Your letter and the testing report you prepared were a pivotal point in the 
presentation and, I am certain, in the Commission’s consideration of the 
claim. They certainly appeared to accept your findings. In fact, one 
Commissioner when I was discussing the psychological analization you made of 
Dale, indicated that at least as far as the test data was concerned, he did 
not believe there was any dispute. The assistant attorney general responded 
that he was not challenging the results you tabulated. Mrs. Aims, an official 
of the Medical Services Division of the Welfare Department, testified in 
opposition to Dale’s claim. She did say, however, that she knew of you and 
that you were a competent professional and that she would have no reason to 
doubt your findings. 

The packet enclosed is assembled in the same manner as it was presented to 
each of the Commissioners. You will find contained within this packet your 
letter, the psychological testing report you prepared, a letter in support 
of Dale’s claim by Dr. David J. Vail and Harold W. Peterson, the Director of 
the Welfare Dept. Medical Services Division, another letter in support of the 
claim by Harold W. Peterson, Administrator of Brainerd State Hospital, a report 
on Dale's back condition by Dr. A. Ross Lemer, various statements by individuals 
who knew Dale during his period of institutionalization, a series of documents 
selected from the hospital records maintained by Faribault and Brainerd State 
Hospitals, and the statement of claim which was originally presented by Dale 
to the Commission. 

I am sure these documents will prove of interest to you. Many of them are 
already in your possession. However, we did accumulate additional letters and 
statements following your examination of Dale. I believe that you have copies 
of all the documents selected from the hospital records. HOwever, you may find 
the selected documents assembled in chronological order to provide an outline 
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of his period of institutionalization. 


I do want to thank you immensely for your interest, help, participation and 
advice in this matter. I do feel that the deprivation of Dale's liberty 
through 20 years of enforced, dehumanizing existence in mental institutions 
is a major societal crime. 


I, like you, cannot see how meaningful compensation is possible. However, I 
do have hopes that the Commission will recommend some award. I certainly "will 
communicate the news of their action to you when I receive it. I know that 
your interest and attention to Dale's plight has given him a lot of encourage- 
ment and faith in himself. 


Regards, 



tarry B. Leventhal 


LBL : mn 


